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Services for Individuals Services for Businesses
Making it Happen
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020 7935 3272
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01394 388411
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01728 602323
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Charities & Trusts  |  Construction Disputes

Employment Law  |  Professional Negligence

email: enquiries@marshallhatchick.co.uk 
visit: www.marshallhatchick.co.uk

MARSHALL Please quote 
TM/MH

The hard work and achievements of our pupils and staff continue to be exceptional.  This term will see 
Years 11, 12 and 13 focused on external examinations and we wish them well.  We remain very proud of 
our broad and balanced curriculum which results in excellent academic outcomes. 
Interest in the school remains high and the next Year 7 intake is projected to number about 200 pupils.  We 
are also pleased to have expanded our sixth form curriculum.  The vast majority of pupils take part in extra-
curricular activities and our provision has widened this year and now includes a Creative Writing Club, 
Chess Club and a Film Club! 
None of these opportunities could take place without the involvement of staff and I am privileged to work 
with committed and talented staff.  Given the severe teacher shortages across all parts of the country, we are fortunate to be 
fully staffed for the new academic year.  Over the years, the school has been fortunate in working with long-serving and loyal 
teachers.  At the end of this term, Miss Halley, Deputy Headteacher, retires after 30 years of exceptional service.  The 
Governing Body has appointed Mr Wheeler, presently Assistant Headteacher, as our new Deputy Headteacher from 
September. 
It’s the combined efforts of our school community which make Thomas Mills High School a great place.  I am grateful for the 
continued support of parents and governors. The school will continue to evolve and can face the future with confidence 
without losing its distinctive ethos.                                                                                                                        Philip Hurst, Headteacher 

On the 1st February, Year 12 history students departed for the 
Canterbury trip. We began at Hampton Court, admiring the architecture, 
the collection of paintings and sitting in on a virtual privy council 
meeting. 
The next day started with a tour of Kent University given by past pupil 
Charlie Cook. We were then able to use the university library for our own 
research but on leaving the library we realised we were missing two 
members of our group (obviously 
engrossed) causing a bit of a stressful 

moment for the teachers! 
With the group back together, we walked into Canterbury taking in various sights. We 
were given a tour of the spectacular Cathedral, including the spot where Thomas Beckett 
was murdered, and viewed primary sources in the library. 
Following this we were transported into the world of Chaucer’s England, being told tales 
by a knight, a miller, the Wife of Bath and a priest. After having dinner in the city we 
returned to the hotel for a quiz. Our team were the winners although there was some 
questionable phone activity to aid some teams. 
Our final trip was to St Augustine’s Abbey, a dissolved monastery where we enjoyed 
virtual reality goggles showing the inside of the abbey before it was destroyed. 
Overall, an extremely enjoyable trip – despite the wind and rain! 
Rhianna Roughton, Year 12  and Caroline Mason-Gordon, Year 12  

COVER STORY— The U13, U14 and U16 girls hockey teams and the U16 boys rugby team have all been crowned 
County Champions recently.  The U18 boys football team were also crowned County Champions in the England Schools 
Suffolk Cup Final on 16 May for the 2nd successive year.  Well done to everyone involved—a huge achievement.   
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Livestock Care & Agricultural Supplies

VIEW OUR ONLINE CATALOGUE:

www.andrewmaskery.co.uk

VISIT OUR TRADE COUNTER:
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Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 9RD 
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People parade wrapped in black 
A monotonous swarm of grief. 
Soft white tissues sodden and crushed, 
A familiar figure floats through your soul 
“It’ll get better with time.” 
 
Fountains of memories slipping down faces 
Crashing to the floor 
Dirt in hand ready to be dropped 
Trickling off hands, reluctantly let go  
“It’ll get better with time.” 
 
Back in the warm, yet ice still lingers. 
The faint smell of salmon sandwiches wafts in the air. 
Where once the delicate odour of Chanel did linger, 
Now it wavers like a haunting ghost of what and who used to 
be. 
“It’ll get better with time.” 
 
The next day - school. 
As sums swim simultaneously, 
Words wonder through your mind. 
Pen poised - ink dry. 
“It’ll get better with time.” 
 
Fake smiles plastered on cracked faces. 
Bad day, bad week, bad year 
Too much hurt 
One less supporter. 
Will it get better with time? 
 
Random moments of joy teasingly trail into your heart. 
Years go by - is this what better is? 
Clasping to objects hoping for a better memory. 
Too many words, 
Not enough time... 
 
Only one thing on your mind, one thing...one message, one 
letter - tear stained, ruined, hidden in your eyes and soul: 
 
We may be hurt, we may feel lost 
We may seem broken through and through 
But never think we’ll stop loving you. 
“Let’s raise a glass to...Grandma.” 
 
By Isabella Brinton (Year 9) 

POETRY COMPETITION WINNER 
It’ll get better with time 

Thomas Mills Poetry Competition 
The Thomas Mills High School annual poetry competition was 
another brilliant success this year, with nearly a hundred 
entries from across the school. Students and staff were asked 
to submit poems inspired by the theme of Time, and there 
were many outstanding entries. A panel of judges finally 
managed to decide on a winner for each age category. Please 
read and enjoy these excellent poems.                 
Esme Broadbent, English Department 

Did you know?... 
 
Former pupil Jeremy 
Bones has completed his 
naval officer training. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme 
Commander and First 
Deputy Prime Minister, of the Kingdom of Bahrain, made a 
return visit to Britannia Royal Naval College to inspect the 152 
young officers on parade marking the successful completion of 
their Royal Navy Initial Naval Training course. 

The Year 7 Poetry Recital took place on the 22nd February, and 
was a wonderful event. Each English class had prepared a 
recital of a chosen poem, and the standard was excellent 
across the Year group. The judges had a very hard job to do, 
but the final scores were: 3rd place – 7R2, 2nd place – 7L2 and 
1st place – 7R3. 

The pupils who took part in the Individual Recital were also 
brilliant, with a wide variety of interesting poetry choices. The 
results were: 3rd – Issy Boswell, 2nd – Lauren Fergusson, and 
1st – Eva Balding. A special mention must go to Holly 
Chapman, who recited a beautiful poem she had written 
herself (which you can also read in Outlook). 

A very big well done to all involved. 

Sara Peers, English Department 

Carpets, Vinyls, Laminates, 
Woods & Karndean supplied 

& fi tted.
34 High Street, Wickham Market

Telephone: 01728 746416

www.peterhallflooring.co.uk

PETER 
HALL 

FLOORING

Application enquiries from parents and carers 
are always welcome  -  01728 723354    
admin@hitchams.suffolk.sch.uk 

www.hitchamsframlingham.org.uk 

Learning   Caring   Inspiring 

AND NURSERY 
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Excursions
Private Hire
Mini Bus Hire

Thompsons Removals & Coach Hire Ltd - 12 The Knoll, Framlingham, Suffolk IP13 9DH

On Wednesday 7th February 2018, 25 sixth form 
Classicists went to London to visit the British Museum 
and to see a production of Euripides’ Medea. During 
their studies in Classics the Year 12s and 13s have been 
studying separate courses with different focuses on 
material culture, with the Year 12s focusing on ancient 
Greek vases and the Year 13s focusing on ancient Greek 
sculpture and architecture. This allowed for a very 
stimulating visit whereby the Year 12s planned and 
executed their own activities to introduce the Year 13s 
to their area of expertise and vice versa. They were truly 
creative and ambitious in their activities! I alone 
observed walking tours, students going to find common 

architectural and sculptural features, recreating the necessary slope in a scene on a pediment using their bodies (see 
photo) as well as drawing scenes from vases.  

After some time to independently immerse themselves in the wonderful displays available at the British Museum, we all  
then went to the Greenwood Theatre to see King College London’s 2018 production of Euripides’ Medea. The Classics 
department at KCL put on a production of a Greek play annually and have been praised for their innovative approaches 
to Greek drama. This year proved no different with a Medea themed around the Suffragettes struggle commemorating a 
hundred years since the Representation of the People Act which allowed some women the vote. Not only this but the 
students benefited greatly from comparing and contrasting KCL’s approach to the more traditional aspects of Greek 
theatre. They had provided two levels for acting, just as in a Greek theatre, but did not create the same boundaries the 
Greeks did in terms of which actors were allowed in each area. Furthermore, they decided to portray the dramatic events 
of Glauke’s death in the play using a ballet dancer, something inconceivable to an ancient Greek audience who would not 
see visually portrayed violence at all on stage. They 
also, controversially, chose to show the 
powerlessness of the children in the play by having 
them not played by real people but by mere coat 
hangers with clothes on them. While a little strange 
to watch, certainly a big talking point after the 
show!  

Certainly the day was a fantastic success due to the 
hard work and creativity of the sixth formers, as well 
as the support of Mr Wheeler and Miss Crisp, 
without which the trip would not have been 
possible. Many thanks to all involved!  
Rachael Hopley, Classics Department 

Did you know?..  
Year 12 student Eleanor Retey, a talented cello player, featured in the March/April 2018 
edition of Get Classical – The Essential Guide to Classical Music in Suffolk magazine. 

12th-18th March marked British Science Week and at 
Thomas Mills High School we celebrated this event with 
a series of interactive workshops. We were delighted 
that this year we were able to add new sessions 
focussing on psychology and engineering which really 
highlighted the diversity of STEM subjects.  
The first of these sessions was an engineering workshop 
where pupils had to design and make a balloon car. 
After lots of tweaking some of the pupils got their cars 
moving and the challenge was set to continue modifying 
their designs just like true engineers.  
The next workshop was run by the physics department 
who were focussing on communication in Space. The 
highlight of this session was building a model sound 
wave using jelly babies, watching them dance up and 
down and of course not letting them go to waste.   
Then the biology department held a marine biology 
workshop in which pupils had the opportunity to dissect 
a fish. This certainly wasn’t a task for the faint hearted 
but the pupils got stuck in and learnt about the anatomy 
of a fish up close.  
The next session was the most eagerly anticipated of 
the week, the psychology department demonstrated a 
brain dissection. Pupils and staff came in numbers to 
learn about the structures within the brain and to have 
the opportunity to touch a brain.  
The final workshop was run by the chemistry 
department in which pupils were tasked with changing 
the colour of copper coins by plating them with zinc and 
brass. They then watched silicone based molecules 
spontaneously combust!   
Also running throughout the week was a form 
competition to correctly guess a number of famous 
inventors and explorers. Well done to all the forms that 
entered and congratulations to 10HPr who were the 
overall winners! 
Huge thanks go to the science, psychology and DT 
departments for making this week so successful, the 
sixth formers who helped run the sessions and to all the 
pupils who joined in to celebrate British Science Week.  
Jo Crisp, Science Department  

On the 19th of January, six Year 8 pupils travelled to 
Stowupland High School to participate in a heat of a 
STEM-themed competition, the IET Faraday Challenge. 
Some of the tasks we had to complete included: 
designing a Theme Park attraction, writing detailed 
plans of the design and why it was suitable, and finally 
presenting a moving prototype in front of the audience. 
This challenge was chosen because Thorpe Park has 
space for a new attraction and the UK winning team will 
have their attraction brought to life.  
Our team had a variety of creative ideas, from Candy 
shooter to an interactive waiting area, but we finally 
settled on the idea of a bird of prey-themed 
Rollercoaster, ‘The Kestrel’. Our design included a 
kestrel flapping its wings for the ride’s entry point, using 
the conversion of circular to vertical motion. The 
feedback we received was that this was a unique idea in 
itself as no team previously had ever created a 
prototype for the entrance to the ride.  
There were six student teams in total in our heat and 
one teacher team and it was run by Faraday in 
partnership with Thorpe Park. Overall, it was an exciting 
and engaging challenge and was great fun to participate 
in (especially watching the teachers present). We all had 
assigned roles and everyone was well suited to theirs. 
We had to manage a budget, a risky thing when it’s a 
team of 12-13-year olds, but we all enjoyed ourselves 
and were pleased with our results. It was a fun and 
challenging day, ending on a high, with our TMHS team 
bringing home a win but just narrowly missing out on 
enough points to make the UK top five teams. 
Ruth Earl, 8TMa and Amber Ennis, 8ERi 

Windows, Conservatories, Doors, 
Porches, Garage Conversions,

Canopies, Roofline, Timber buildings and more!

Unit 6, Halesworth Business Park, Norwich Road, 
Halesworth IP19 8QJ 

Telephone: 01986 874 241
E-mail: info@waveney-windows.co.uk

www.waveney-windows.co.uk

01728 621 212
The Old Works, Crown & Anchor Lane,

Framlingham, IP13 9BL
www.fireplaceframlingham.co.uk
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With Christmas fast approaching its worth 
taking a moment to think of the potential 
hazards facing our beloved pets.
DANGEROUS FOODS
Chocolate  
Chocolate is one of the most common 
poisons around this time of year. Chocolate 
contains theobromine and as well as being 
toxic to dogs it is also toxic to cats, rabbits 
and rodents. The levels of theobromine 
varies considerably depending on the type of 
chocolate i.e. milk or dark. 
The symptoms of chocolate poisoning 
include: vomiting, diarrhoea and hyperactivity. 
Grapes, Raisins, Currants and Sultanas 
Grapes, raisins, sultanas and currants can 
cause kidney failure in dogs. The quantity 
needed to cause a problem varies greatly 
between individuals – some dogs can eat 
large quantities without any ill-effects while 
others develop kidney failure after only eating 
a few. 
There have been cases of cats developing 
kidney failure after eating raisins, so they too 
may be susceptible.
It is important to remember Christmas cake, 
Christmas pudding, and mince pies all contain 
raisins, currants and sultanas.

Nuts 
Nuts are a common treat around Christmas 
time, but peanuts and macadamia nuts 
can cause gastrointestinal upset in some 
pets. Other symptoms include twitching, 
weakness, muscle spasm, agitation, 
depression and fever.
Onions, Garlic, Leeks and Shallots 
These can cause toxicity even when 
cooked. Symptoms include gastrointestinal 
upset and anaemia. Foods to avoid include 
onion gravy, stuffing and nut roasts.
Leftovers/scraps 
Whilst these may not be poisonous they may 
cause digestive upset and result in vomiting 
and or diarrhoea. Bones if eaten can splinter 
and may cause an obstruction requiring 
surgery to remove, so are best avoided! 
Overindulging could lead to potentially fatal 
bloat, so give treats sparingly.

POISONOUS PLANTS
In cats and dogs Holly and Ivy cause relatively 
mild symptoms, such as drooling, retching 
and sometimes vomiting. In rabbits however 
Ivy can cause muscle twitching, paralysis, 
convulsions and death.
Mistletoe, another Christmas favourite can 
cause retching, vomiting and salivation if eaten. 

Poinsettia is toxic to cats and causes gastric 
irritation.
Christmas trees are considered low toxicity 
and if eaten may cause mild gastrointestinal 
upset. However eating fallen needles could 
cause irritation or an obstruction.
If your pet eats any of the items discussed 
above you should seek veterinary advice 
immediately.

Top tips for avoiding a trip to the vets this 
Christmas:
• Don’t hang chocolates on the Christmas  
  tree or where your pets can reach them.

• Don’t feed leftover bones to your pets.

• Don’t leave edible presents under the tree!

Christmas Hazards

To find out more visit our website
www.ryder-daviesvets.co.uk or call us on

Ipswich 01473 274040 Woodbridge 01394 380083
Rendlesham 01394 420964 Felixstowe 01394 284554 

Independent Practice since 1973

Ryder-Davies  
& Partners

Veterinary Surgeons

Caring for your pets 
for over 40 years

Experienced team of  
caring vets and nurses.

Pay monthly Health Plans available  
for dogs, cats, rabbits & horses.

24 hour care provided by our own 
vets & nurses
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• Don’t leave edible presents under the tree!

Christmas Hazards

To find out more visit our website
www.ryder-daviesvets.co.uk or call us on

Ipswich 01473 274040 Woodbridge 01394 380083
Rendlesham 01394 420964 Felixstowe 01394 284554 

Independent Practice since 1973

Ryder-Davies  
& Partners

Veterinary Surgeons

Caring for your pets 
for over 40 years

Experienced team of  
caring vets and nurses.

Pay monthly Health Plans available  
for dogs, cats, rabbits & horses.

24 hour care provided by our own 
vets & nurses

Caring for your pets for over 40 years
Experienced team of caring vets and nurses.

Pay monthly Health Plans available for dogs, cats, rabbits & horses.
24 hour care provided by our own vets & nurses

D.C Patrick
Newsagents

4 Market Hill
Framlington

01728 724414

Karen, Steve & The Team  
Welcome you to

THE MILL INN  
at Aldeburgh Seafront

Great Adnams Ales, Beers & Wines
Fabulous Food & Good Company

01728 452563
visit us soon!
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WHINCOP
THE GARAGE, PEASENHALL, SAXMUNDHAM, SUFFOLK

� 01728 660 233
Coach Operators - 33 to 57 Seaters, (Wheelchair Accessible)

Private Hire & Contracts 
Motor Engineers - All Makes Serviced, Repairs - Mot Testing Station

 - Cars, Diesels, Motor Cycles & 3 Wheelers, Catalytic Testing

PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THE ABOVE

JOHN HUTTON BUTCHER AND 
DELICATESSEN 

The Street, Earl Soham, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk, IP13 7SA

email: johnhuttonbutchers@live.co.uk

POETRY COMPETITION  
WINNER 

Riddle of the Sphinx,  
Left Thebans in a mix,  
The crux of their flux being time. 

Just left.  

We are racing time  
When motionless it passes us by  
When we are active, we pass time,  
But we are never past time,  
Always a nose behind,  
Chasing our old adversary time.  

Do we share our lives with time? 

Or is it just that uncourteous  
Relative that takes your time with no intention of 
returning it? 

We can find ourselves in good time.  
Punctuality for peace of mind, sanctity.  
But filling the margins of time, we lose the space of 
emptiness  
and that makes us time-less.  
Just an analogy,  
merging the dichotomy of time and society.  

In total sobriety, the total ebb and flow of the tides, 
time’s costal.  
A Lunar mover. Roving since ’69,  
Progressing perpendicular to the timeline and that’s 
fine,  
drink wine, slow down. Time’s up.  
It’s drained, soggy, like paper cups.  
Sand grains flowing, it just keeps going and going,  
No matter if your heart’s stopped.  
Time keeps blowing.  
The prevailing wind’s sweeping  
In the path it has always been pathing.  

By Will Rose (Year 13) 

Riddle of the Sphinx 

English Literature – Theatre Visits 
On Wednesday 25th April, sixth form English Literature students 
enjoyed two theatrical treats. 

The upper sixth  travelled to Stratford-upon-Avon to see a production 
of their A Level drama text, The Duchess of Malfi. Described by The 
Guardian newspaper as brisk, pungent and blood-soaked, the play 
provided a modern take on Webster’s classic. 

“It was a great day out and an interesting post-modernist take on 
Webster’s play. Occasionally confusing and overshadowed by a 
feminist agenda, it was still entertaining. Interesting social 
commentary is present, but occasionally undermined by the play’s 
spectacle.”                                                                  Isaac Bloore – Year 13 

The production used more fake blood than any previous productions 
at the RSC. Interestingly, the fake blood, which is fruit based, is 
supplied by a Suffolk company! 

 

 

The front row – complete 
with protective blankets for 
the second half! 
 

 

 

The lower sixth didn’t 
travel quite so far to see 
their AS Level text, A 
Streetcar Named Desire.  
Performed by the English 
Touring Theatre at The 
New Wolsey Theatre in 
Ipswich, the production 
was a brutal and riveting 
interpretation of the 
Tennessee Williams classic 
1947 play.   

Both productions have generated interesting, even heated, debate in 
subsequent lessons!                           Ali Constanti, English Department 

Did you know?... that Isaac Barrow, Year 13 

has gained his ARSM diploma on oboe with distinction. 

Cuisine British  
& French,  

Vegetarian, Vegan
3B Church Street, 

Woodbridge, Framlingham 
Suffolk Ip13 9BE
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Charity Day took place on 
Friday, 23rd March. As 
ever, students and staff 
dressed in a range of 
costumes to reflect the 
relaxed community spirit of the day. The staff theme was 'Sporting Venues' and 
these photographs capture some of their efforts. The cake sale at break and the 
concert at lunchtime drew huge numbers, as did the all-day Zumbathon in the 
Courtyard, and I am delighted to report that we raised £3,506.06 in total. This will 
be shared between Sport Relief (our main charity) and Cancer Research UK, in 
recognition of David Mobbs' valiant effort in shaving his head to raise money for 
this very worthy cause. Many thanks to all for your generosity.                                
Sue Goodwin, Charity Day Co-ordinator 

Job:181502J  Job:168110C   Size:50x180  Publication:Thomas Mills Outlook Magazine  Issue:March 18  Copy:14/02/17  COLOUR  Date:13/02/17  Proof:1

PROSPECT PLACE
FRAMLINGHAM, SUFFOLK

Marketing Suite and Show Home open Thurs-Mon, 10am-5pm
An exciting collection of 1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom exceptional new homes

Contact us today by calling: 01728 720793
E-mail: sales@hopkinshomes.co.uk  /  hopkinshomes.co.uk
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Kitchen Sense
of Harleston

For Quality
Fitted Kitchens 
and Appliances

Kitchen Sense - Common Sense

staff @kitchen-sense.co.uk
www.kitchen-sense.co.uk

62 London Road, Harleston
Norfolk IP20 9BZ
Tel: 01379 852592
Fax: 01379 854411

E W REVETT & SON
“The” Butchers

High Class Butchers & Poultry
Our Pork Sausages a Speciality

High Street, Wickham Market 
Suffolk IP13 ORA

Tel: 01728 746263

Richard N. Doy
MOTOR ENGINEERS & GARAGE SERVICES

Tel: 01728 747333
After Hours: 01728 723181

Mobile: 07957 828604
THE PADDOCKS GARAGE

HACHESTON, WOODBRIDGE

•  MOT REPAIRS 
•  SERVICING
•  BODYWORK
•  RECOVERY

2 Potash Cottages
Stump Street, 
Pettistree, Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP13 0JB

Quality childcare 0-5 years. Est. 1991.
Very Experienced & Qualifi ed Staff

Nursery Grant Funding for 3 & 4 year olds
Open 8.00am - 6.00pm, fl exible sessions
Excellent Ofsted Report. Large Garden. 

First session free!

Tel: 01728 747985
www.presmeredaynursery.co.uk

Presmere Day Nursery

Mia Pascoe doing a 
photo shoot with a 
model in the 
photography studio, 
for her A level 
Photography course. 
She has ‘tethered’ her 
camera to the Mac, so 
she can instantly see 
what she has shot, 
and refine her image 
making. 

A level Art student, Jed Seeley, 
assisted by Ben Newton, has 
photographed his perspex 
sculpture, made on the laser 
cutter from a recording of his 
own voice saying ‘freedom’. He 
has used the darkroom as a 
space to light his piece with 
coloured highlights, and again, 
can access his shots 
immediately on the Mac.  

The Macs are a vital tool, as they are the industry standard technology, and students have loved using them this year.  
Helen Sinclair, Art Department 

I arrived late for my interview in 1988 to be greeted in the Crush Hall by Miss Corrigan, the retiring Deputy Head. Pupils were 
serving refreshments in blue crockery to visitors involved in a Sixth Form event. The cups and saucers are still used but the 
trestle tables are not wooden now and no longer need to be swathed in banqueting roll. Things have moved on in thirty years. 
Hymn books are not passed along the rows in assembly; black roller boards and chalk dust have gone from classrooms as have 
materials produced on a banda machine (strong smelling and hard to read); televisions are not wheeled from place to place on 
trolleys; lessons are not taught in individual mobile classrooms with rickety floors; bus passes do not have to be handed out 
wholesale at the beginning of term; the annual swimming gala (with sixth formers perched precariously on the roof and 
competitors in the shallow lane practically on their knees) has gone, along with the pool; there are no grass tennis courts; sadly, 
Suffolk dialect has disappeared from the corridors. 
The most noticeable change is probably to be seen in the buildings. None of the following was here in 1988: The Sixth Form 
Centre, entrance/reception, Mills Charity Building and David Floyd Rooms, Scrivener’s Building, laboratory N7, ICT rooms, 
Business Centre, Canteen, Sports Hall 2. The grounds were much less attractive too. There was no Ellen Fisher Garden nor a 
planted area and flagpole at the front of the school. The latter was created in tribute to all those members of the school 
community who died too young. Several such colleagues come to mind as does the searing occasion when pupil Stuart Dines 
was killed. 
Some things remain the same – the curtains in the Library, the wooden floors in E2 and W1 (though all the room numbering is 
different), the House System. Over the years the number of pupils has grown and where there were four there are now six 
houses. Thomas Mills High School still has prefects, appoints a Head Boy and Head Girl, has also an annual school production, 
Charity Day, Awards Evening, Sports Day, the Rendsburg Exchange, Activities Week and the Holland (Netherlands) Trip. Indeed, 
what seems not to have changed at all is the extraordinary array of extra-curricular opportunities, albeit the very successful 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme is a fairly recent introduction. The annual ski trip continues and the outstandingly high 
quality of music remains. 
Most importantly, what fundamentally has not changed relates to the pupils. On an early lunchtime duty, the sight of so many 
children playing games, strolling and chatting, generally exploiting the open space on the school field in a positive way, struck 
me. I was used to a very different, less self-controlled, cohort of pupils. The youngsters here continue to work in a spirit of 
‘civilized co-operation’ (a long ago Ofsted observation) with their teachers. The majority are polite and good-natured. They 
accept difference; they work hard; they are proud of their school. I am too.                           Elizabeth Halley, Deputy Headteacher 
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A C Mutimer Ltd
THE GARAGE, HACHESTON

Servicing & Repairs  – Car, Motorcycle 
& Light Commercial

MOT Test Centre – FREE Re-test
Tyre & Exhaust Bay

24 Hour Recovery Service
Courtesy Vehicles • Competitive Prices

01728 747534
(24 hours)

M&R CARS
Private Hire Taxi Service
WOODBRIDGE STATION

• Local Taxis • Fixed Price Fares
• 24 Hour Airport & Long Distance Specialists

• Sporting Events • Nightclubs 
• Corporate Accounts Welcomed

• 6 Seater People Carriers • 8 Seater Minibuses
• Wedding Car Service • Courier Service

www.mandrcars.co.uk
01394 386661 / 0800 169 4269  

mandrcars@btconnect.com

Miss Betty Langshaw, one of the most significant figures in the 
development of education in this community, died recently at the age of 
97 after a long and happy retirement. A native of Darwen in Lancashire 
and herself the daughter of a headmaster, she took up her post as the 
third (and, as it was to prove, last) Headmistress of Mills Grammar 
School for Girls in January 1958.  
She had been educated at Darwen Grammar School, where she passed 
her School Certificate with Matriculation exemption in 1936 and the 
Higher School Certificate in 1939, before proceeding to Liverpool 
University. There she had taken a degree in French in 1943 and a 
Diploma in Education the following year. Entering teaching straight from 
University, she taught for two years in Wales and five more in Yorkshire, 
before becoming head of the department of modern languages at the 
Wyggeston Girls’ School, Leicester, in 1953.  
Appointed Head of Mills at the age of 36, it is perhaps not surprising that 
she wanted to bring about change and modernisation. She also brought 
brisk efficiency to the task of school administration. She was forthright, 
determined, tireless, dedicated and inspirational and always met 
problems head on, but combined these dynamic qualities with a genuine 
personal interest in staff and pupils alike. It was entirely characteristic of 
her, for example, that she spent the Christmas holidays before her arrival learning to recognise all the girls by name, by 
studying their photographs. Admittedly, Mills was a small school, but it still takes some doing to be able on your first day 
to recognise all 170 pupils.  
She wanted to introduce a wider curriculum and develop higher academic standards throughout the school, with more 
girls joining the sixth form and going on to higher education, and this she largely achieved in her first five years. But 
alongside a drive for higher standards, modernisation and improvement, she brought a keen interest in the history and 
traditions of the school, of which she became the dedicated guardian. She always saw the changes she introduced as 
developments of the school rather than as entirely new departures and she did not fall into the grave error of seeing the 
past as some sort of ‘enemy’ of the present or the future. Tireless in her work, when the school gained its own boarding 
house at Cransford Hall in 1959, Miss Langshaw took on the additional task of running it herself, a role she was to 
perform in addition to running the school itself for twenty years.  
Throughout her Headship she faced many problems and difficulties. The school expanded so that by 1979 there were 
almost three times as many pupils as when she had taken over. They were accommodated in a series of temporary 
classrooms because the local authority refused to spend money on permanent buildings after 1966, citing its plan to 
introduce comprehensive education in justification for its neglect. The fact that it took 13 years to implement the change 
in High Suffolk meant a hand to mouth existence for staff and pupils alike, but Miss Langshaw was a doughty fighter for 
her school and both extracted all the facilities she could for her pupils and strove with remarkable good humour to make 
what they did have work as well as possible.  
From 1974, boys were admitted, making the school co-educational for its last five years of existence. She carried 
governors, parents, staff and pupils with her as she led the school through the consequences of this huge change. Her 
‘basic philosophy of schools’ was that they were there for the pupils and the parents. A school inspection in 1963 had 
described her as “a gracious influence in the school” and that influence affected everyone. Indeed, she taught us all, staff 
included, so much. She was awarded the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal in 1977 for her services to education. Even after 
she retired in 1979 her influence was to continue in Thomas Mills High School in many ways that perhaps few fully 
recognised at the time, but I for one see her spirit of decency, aspiration, high standards, honesty, humour and kindliness 
in so much that still moulds the school community.                                                                                            
 
John Hibberd, MBE, Academy Trust Member and former Deputy Headteacher 

Ellen Ross
H A I R   D E S I G N

 

01728 723 999
24 Well Close Square, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9DS

Our opening hours are Tue - Sat 9am till 6pm
We use Redken and Paul Mitchell products as well as Redken colour

Unisex salon
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FRAM TYRES

01728 724 250

COMPLETE CAR
MAINTENANCE

 

POETRY COMPETITION WINNER 
My first gift was a pocket watch, 
Brand new, gold and shiny. 
I open my eyes for the first time, 
And I see my mummy. 
 
My watch is a bit older now, 
But not at all helpless. 
I take my first steps but land on my 
bum, 
Oh well, doesn’t matter its’s still a bit 
of progress. 
 
My watch is now a bit battered, 
But now it has a chain and can be 
hung. 
Now I cake take it to school with me, 
As high school’s just begun. 
 
It’s time, time for university, 
With my watch by my side. 
Time to jump, 
Jump into the unknown and survive. 

My watch is married,  
And so am I. 
Though our parents have died, 
Goodbye. 
 
My children are young and also bold, 
Just a second and they’ll be gone. 
But me and my watch are getting old, 
Soon I’ll be gone, how long? 
 
I am old, I have a cane, 
I also have grandchildren. 
I hope they’re great men and women,  
And don’t go in the wrong direction. 
 
The clock keeps ticking, 
And so do I. 
But I’m not blind I can see I’m dying.  
I know I am, I use my eyes. 
 
 
 

I’m in hospital,  
Beep…. Beep…. Beep. 
I’m on life support, 
Beep…. Beep…. Beep, 
My families with me, 
And my faithful watch too, 
Beep….Beep…. Beep, 
My breath is heavy, 
Beep…. Beep…. Beep, 
I close my eyes, 
Beep…. Beep…. Beep,  
I hear the clock stop ticking,  
Beep…. Beep…. Beep, 
Then screams and cries, 
Beep…. Then nothing 
 
By Holly Chapman (Year 7) 
 

The annual February half-term ski trip went to 
Bad Gastein in Austria this year. 43 pupils and 
6 members of staff enjoyed reportedly the 
best snow conditions for 20 years, the 
beginners making rapid progress onto the blue 
and red runs, helped by the dry-slope lessons 
they had attended in January. The resort 
proved ideal for a school group with enough 
variety for all standards of skier. The pupils 
enjoyed excellent instruction from Austrian Ski 
School, developing their skills and making new 
friends. The evening entertainments were 
great fun, with the thermal spa proving a very 
popular way to sooth aching muscles. The 
Stuart Dines Award this year was presented to 
Archie Cayley, Sam Mackay, Tom Driver and 
Ollie Cayley (The Minions); their never-ending 
energy, enthusiasm and helpfulness was a 
lesson to us all. Plans for next year’s trip are 
well under way.  As we go to print there are 
still a few places available, so come and ask me 
if you're interested. 
                               Mark Harding, Ski Trip Leader 

The Granary 
NURSERY SCHOOL
FRAMLINGHAM  Est.1992

Situated on a working farm, we o� er 
an exciting and stimulating 
experience for 2-5 year olds. 
★  Fun indoor & outdoor learning activities
★  Delicious home cooked meals
★  Experienced professional sta� 
★   A safe & happy environment

Don’t miss out! Contact Allie or Linda on 

         01728 621105 
allie.green@thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk

www.thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk

 The Chequers Inn  
Kettleburgh, Nr Framlingham 

IP13 7JT 
01728 723760 

A free house set in 3 acres of 
delightful riverside gardens. 

A great place to eat, drink, relax 
and stay.  Offering superbly 
conditioned real ales, quality 
locally sourced, home-made 

food, 4 star accommodation and 
traditional warmth and 

hospitality. 
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10Mbps broadband
service to your home.

No phone line required.
In Framlingham and

surrounding villages inc.
Dennington, Laxfield.

www.frambroadband.com

This year’s expedition season began in March, with our Year 13 Gold cohort taking a trip to 
Snowdonia for a training weekend with Sabrina Miller and Jo Middleton. Despite very cold 
weather, with snow on the top of the mountains and sleet showers blowing throughout the 
day, both walking groups successfully completed the training given by our mountain leaders 
Frank and James.  
This cohort have been fundraising with school cake sales to help cover the costs of the 
expeditions this year and have also independently written to local parish organisations to 
gain some funding. They will undertake their Qualifying Expedition in Snowdonia in the first week in July, and after that we look 
forward to hearing of them completing and receiving their awards at Buckingham Palace. 
We also have our Year 12 Gold cohort currently planning for their Practice Expedition in Snowdonia during Activities Week, and 
have been undertaking after school training sessions with our mountain leaders throughout the year in preparation for it. 
At the end of April, Sabrina Miller and her staff team led 31 Year 11 pupils to the Chiltern Hills to complete their Silver Practice 
Expedition. This is the first year we will have had both our Practice and Qualifying Expeditions in this area, but given the 
impressive performances of all those involved in the face of four straight days of morale-sapping wind and rain, we have high 

hopes they will replicate the success of their first expedition in better conditions at the 
end of July. 
In the first week of May, Jo Middleton led 53 Year 10 pupils through their first Bronze 
Practice Expedition. In contrasting conditions to those experienced the weekend before, 
these pupils trekked to and camped overnight at Debenham before returning to 
Framlingham on Sunday. The hot sun added an extra challenge to what is arguably the 
toughest expedition of the programme when everything is new and somewhat daunting. 
However, learning important lessons along the way, all groups persevered and were 
ultimately successful, and much stronger and wiser as a result. They are now planning 
their Qualifying Expedition routes in the Sudbury area to be undertaken in June.    
Sabrina Miller, Jo Middleton & Phil Bubb, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Coordinators 

Throughout last term 210 fixtures and tournaments were hosted, travelled to or competed in, with many wins and 2nd 
places. Football, netball, hockey, badminton and rugby Inter House Competitions have been completed in the winter and 
spring terms. In the spring term Inter House Cross Country also took place with 258 runners. The summer term will see the 
rounders and cricket Inter-House Competitions take place. 
The Sports Assembly took place on 20th April. Full, half and junior colours were presented to members of the netball, 
football, hockey and rugby squads in Year 11 and sixth form, along with inter-house trophies and individual cross country 
medals for those who won the Inter-House Cross Country Competitions. 
We have had many county tournament successes this year including: 
 o U15 Girls Rugby: 3rd in County 
 o U14 Boys Rugby: Runners Up 
 o U16 Boys Rugby: County Champions 
 o U13 Girls Hockey: County Champions 
 o U14 Girls Hockey: County Champions 
 o U16 Girls Hockey: County Champions 
 o U18 Boys Football: Semi Finals of the County Cup still to play 
Well done to all involved and roll on the summer activities in athletics, cricket, 
rounders and tennis. 
Heather Preston, PE Department 

Silver Practice Expedition 

Bronze Practice Expedition 

	  
Standard or Bespoke options 

available. FREE QUOTES 
info@andersonkb.co.uk 

Tel: 01473 890901 
www.andersonkb.co.uk 
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A wide range of quality clothing, 
boots and accessories by

ORE TRADING ESTATE • FRAMLINGHAM • SUFFOLK IP13 9LL
Tel: 01728 724 776  www.trulockandharris.com

WELL-STOCKED GUN ROOM, CARTRIDGES, ACCESSORIES & MORE

MUSTO, AIGLE,
CHRYSALIS, 
BARBOUR SPORTING, 
LE CHAMEAU, SEELAND

PAMPEANO BELTS IN STOCK

Designed and Produced by Karen Thickitt Printed by The Flying Press Ltd. Tel: 01993 701061

Come and visit our showroom in Snape
CGL Design Ltd, Unit C, Brick Kiln Park, 

Church Road, Snape, IP17 1QG
Tel: 01728 688787

Email - chris@cgldesign.co.uk
www.cgldesign.co.uk

 

 
 

Total dedication to quality dental healthcare. 
Adults seen for Private or Denplan consultations with  

Dr Paul Brown  
Pleased to welcome children and under 19s within NHS 

with Dr Ciara Howard. 

01728 723651 
26-28 Bridge Street, Framlingham, IP13 9AH 

www.framlinghamdentist.co.uk 

Suppliers of John Deere, JCB, 
Vaderstad & most other 

leading makes of machinery
Shop Street, Worlingworth,

Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 7HU

T: 01728 628325
E: worlingworth@tuckwell.co.uk

W: www.tuckwell.co.uk

• Bookkeeping • VAT Returns • RTI Payroll
• Year End Accounts & Tax Returns • Company Accounts

• CIS Returns • Sage Training

Why Choose CRASL?

Our Services:

Unit 10 • Leiston Enterprise Centre • Eastlands Ind. Est. • LEISTON • Suffolk • IP16 4US

REDUCE YOUR ACCOUNTANCY COSTS WITH CRASL

Improving Your Service, Reducing Your Costs

We are a small accounting company 
offering a friendly, personal and 

affordable service to a wide range of 
clients.  

We pride ourselves on giving our 
clients the information they need in 
the format they want to receive it.

If you would like to learn more about If you would like to learn more about 
how CRASL can help your business 

then contact us to discuss your 
specific requirements.  

The initial consultation is free of 
charge and we can visit you.

01728 687000

01728 888209 info@crasl.co.uk

www.crasl.co.uk

All Inclusive Care

Telephone: 01728 685599
Email: admin@foxearthlodge.co.uk

www.foxearthlodge.co.uk

Foxearth Lodge Nursing Home

 
Chartered Surveyors 
Residential Sales & Lettings  
Development, Commercial Sales & Lettings  
Fine Art & Chattels  
Land Agency & Professional Consultancy 
Estate Management 
Property & Machinery Auctions 
 

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 

Clarke & Simpson 
Well Close Square 
Framlingham 
Suffolk, IP13 9DU 
Tel: 01728 724200 

        www.clarkeandsimpson.co.uk 

2 Market Place
Halesworth

Suffolk
IP198BA

Opening Hours 
Tue-Sat  

11am-3pm 
6pm-11pm 

Sunday 
11am-5pm 

www.aldringhamparrot.com 

01728 830221 

parrotandpunchbowl@hotmail.com 

Small country pub, big heart for food 
 

1 hour session - £60
Mounted prints from £75

Beautiful, candid family portraits
Alex Seinet Photography

Tel: 07733 130 504
facebook.com/AlexSeinetPhotography

� SERVICING & REPAIRS  
All types of car & light commercial

� MOT PREPARATION  
� TYRES FITTED & BALANCED 

� LASER TRACKING 
� Horseboxes serviced & prepared for MOT  

� Trailers serviced and repaired 
UNIT 2, MONK SOHAM HALL, SCHOOL ROAD, MONK SOHAM

01728 685854

LEW JONES
MOTOR ENGINEER

Established 30 years

STOWMARKET MINI BUS HIRE 
STAG NIGHTS/ HEN NIGHTS 
ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR.

8/12/14/16 Seaters 
Call 07757721565 or 01449 678910

Email airexpress8@aol.com 
Based in Stowmarket Ipswich and Felixstowe 
Also Wheelchair Access

gatsbys hairdressers
9 Fore Street, Framlingham

Phone us, or pop in for a consultation
01728 72488
Gatsbys. Hairdressing with style

Your home on the high street.
The Halesworth Carpet Shop

42 Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8AR  T: 01986 872222 
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm, Sat 9am - 4pm  

(closed for lunch 1-2pm)

www.thehalesworthcarpetshop.co.uk

THCS-02313 75 x 50 B&W Ad_AW.indd   1 24/02/2016   15:07


